
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 24 September 2009] 

 p7710d-7713a 
Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Mark McGowan; Speaker; Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr John Bowler; Mr John McGrath; Mr 

Peter Watson 

 [1] 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE REVIEW OF THE RACING AND WAGERING 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA ACTS 

Assembly�s Resolution � Council�s Concurrence 

Message from the Council received and read notifying that it had concurred with the Assembly�s resolution 
provided that the committee consist of three members of each house and that, subject to the Assembly�s 
agreement with the proviso, it had appointed as members Hon Max Trenorden, Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm and 
Hon Alyssa Hayden. 

Consideration in Detail 

Leave granted for the Council�s message to be considered in detail forthwith. 
Appointment of Members 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I move � 

(1) That the Legislative Assembly agrees with the proviso contained in Legislative Council 
message 41 that the Joint Standing Committee on the Review of the Racing and Wagering 
Western Australia Acts consist of three members of each house. 

(2) That the members for Albany, Kalgoorlie and South Perth be appointed as the Assembly 
members of the committee. 

(3) That the Legislative Council be acquainted accordingly. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The opposition supports this motion. The original intent of the motion moved yesterday by 
the Minister for Racing and Gaming was that the composition of the Joint Standing Committee on the Review of 
the Racing and Wagering Western Australia Acts would be different. There was some negotiation between the 
Leader of the Opposition and the Minister for Racing and Gaming that came up with a certain set of 
arrangements. When that was transmitted to the upper house, we were then informed by the Leader of the House 
in the other place that the composition had to be different because there was supposed to be three members from 
the upper house and three members from this house. I am pleased that the Minister for Racing and Gaming 
agreed to retain the two opposition members on the committee�namely, the member for Albany, who has an 
intense interest in racing in his electorate and whom I think will be an excellent country member to represent the 
interests of country racing on the committee; and Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, who also has an interest in racing. 
I also welcome the appointment to the committee of the member for South Perth � 

The SPEAKER: Members, if there are conversations in this place that can be had outside the chamber, I would 
prefer that they are done there so that we can clearly hear what the member on his feet is saying. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I also welcome the appointment of the member for South Perth to the committee. He has a 
longstanding deep and abiding interest in racing in Western Australia, which he exercises on many occasions. He 
is someone who may not come to the examination with a completely empty set of views; he comes with a large 
number of experiences and a great body of knowledge, stretching back many decades, of the racing industry in 
Western Australia. When the member for South Perth was the opposition spokesperson for racing and gaming, I 
always found him to be a very good and valuable contributor. He helped me put a bet on at the races and all 
these things that I had to learn in the initial stages of my experience of the industry. 

I also welcome the appointment of the member for Kalgoorlie, who also is a former Minister for Racing and 
Gaming and who also has that longstanding abiding interest in racing. 

I suggest to members of the committee that a former Minister for Racing and Gaming, Hon Max Evans, as I 
understand it, made a point of visiting Chantilly outside Paris to examine the racing industry there.  

An opposition member interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I never did that; I never even got to the Melbourne Cup! I did get to the Geraldton trots, 
the Northam racetrack, the York racetrack and a few other places, but I did not get to Chantilly. However, it 
might be worthwhile visiting. 

I will say something serious about this issue. I think the establishment of Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia was a significant milestone for racing in Western Australia. When I visited other states�it was not on 
my watch; it was on the previous minister�s watch in the Gallop government�they were gobsmacked by the fact 
that Western Australia had a body that represented all the interests of racing rather than a series of feuding 
parties. Other states said that if they could only get to the stage at which Western Australia had reached, their 
racing industries would be far better off. That was particularly the case in New South Wales, where vested 
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interests seem to hold incredible sway over governments of all persuasions in that state. Other states were of the 
view that the model was good and it has now been in operation for five years.  

I do not quite understand why this process requires a standing committee rather than a select committee and I 
assume there must be some reasoning behind that. I also think the model has been successful, so I come from the 
point of view of saying it has been successful but if there is some need for finetuning, I accept that might be 
something for the members of the committee to point out. I know there has been a longstanding complaint by 
members who represent country areas about the return to the industry in country areas from RWWA, and I know 
that is something that the members for Albany and Kalgoorlie particularly will take up. There might be some 
outcomes from that. From my point of view, I would not want to see the gains and benefits of what has been put 
in place thrown out on the basis of some of those issues because I think that what was established is broadly 
agreed and acknowledged by all elements of the industry now and certainly looked on with awe by the other 
states. I hope the committee adopts that stance when it looks at what has been put in place and that we do not 
return to the old days of the warring factions in the racing industry. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I will speak briefly on this motion. I support the motion although I question, and I do 
not know, the intent behind it. I have some level of anxiety about what drives the formation of this committee. I 
do not believe it is required by any piece of legislation. 

Mr T.K. Waldron: It is legislated. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: In that case, that is fine. 
I want to make a few remarks. As some members of the chamber would know, I know a bit about the racing 
industry, at least from a distance. I know enough to know that the Western Australian racing industry is the best 
structured industry in Australia bar none. As the member for Rockingham said, the structure of the Western 
Australian racing industry in total�not just the thoroughbred racing industry�is the envy of the organisations in 
the other states, particularly regional areas. That is the truth. The reality of the racing industry in Western 
Australia is this: eight and a half years ago the industry in this state was on the verge of complete collapse. The 
previous conservative government had absolutely no interest whatsoever in the racing industry in Western 
Australia. There was a series of ineffective ministers who took no real interest in the industry other than the 
perks that the job carried with it. I give great credit to the first racing minister in our government, the much 
maligned Hon Nick Griffiths. I will not go into why he was maligned but it was not related to the outcomes that 
he achieved in his tenure as racing minister. Under his ministerial direction, if we like, and with the support of 
the then Gallop government, the racing industry in Western Australia was revitalised to the point that I 
indicated�namely, that it is the envy of the racing industry nationally. It would be very, very unfortunate if we 
saw once again the rise of narrowly framed parochial interests in the component parts or the regional parts of the 
racing industry that would threaten the great gains that the industry has enjoyed since 2001.  

I pay tribute to the people who are now running the various segments of the racing industry in this state and 
advise members of the committee to listen closely to what they have to say and as closely as they will listen to 
the ever-present discordant voices that they will find around Western Australia. Committee members will always 
find people are complaining that they are not getting enough, but they might not tell committee members that 
eight years ago they were getting virtually nothing and faced close-up time. The reforms that the Western 
Australian Labor government under Geoff Gallop put in place saved their bacon. They allowed the racing 
industry to flourish in the metropolitan area. I am talking about the gallops and the trots. The trots were dead�
dead and gone�before we intervened. Country racing was dead. Country racetracks were closing. That was 
dead before we intervened. The member for Rockingham served some time as the racing minister, as did Hon 
Ljiljanna Ravlich. They all contributed greatly to the resurrection of the racing industry, which was initiated by 
Geoff Gallop, under the direction of Hon Nick Griffiths.  

We also need to have a Treasurer who is prepared to come to grips with the importance of the racing industry. 
We were lucky that we had a Treasurer who was, without doubt, the best Treasurer this state has seen for at least 
30 years�without doubt. Nobody who takes an objective view of the running of government in Western 
Australia in any sort of historic sense would challenge that assertion. Eric Ripper was the best Treasurer this 
state has had for 30 years�probably longer than that, but that is as far as my memory goes back with any degree 
of accuracy. He certainly was better than anyone who had held the reins of Treasurer in previous Labor 
governments, and certainly better than Richard Court as Treasurer.  

I urge the minister to reinstate the international racing calendar event that we committed to during the election 
campaign. That would have been a great shot in the arm for the Western Australian thoroughbred racing 
industry. It was looking forward to that event with extreme excitement. It was a major mistake for this 
government to cancel that event. That is an international racing event that would enable Western Australia to 
lock into the potential of the Asian betting market. 
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I want to fire one salutary warning to the member for South Perth and the member for Kalgoorlie. They have had 
unfortunate�I mean it�experiences with the lobbyists who hang around this industry. Stay away from them 
during the deliberations of this committee. 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER: I thank the member for Willagee�not that I needed reminding�for that advice.  

I am pleased to be able to serve on this committee. In the past I have owned horses. I do not own horses now, 
and I am not a part-owner. However, I do want to declare an interest to the house, in that I am chairman of the 
Discover the Round committee in Kalgoorlie-Boulder. Although that committee does not involve itself on a day-
to-day basis with the racing and trotting meetings, it does involve itself with the various events associated with 
the round, which concluded so successfully last week.  

I concur with the member for Willagee�s comments about the recent history of the racing industry in Western 
Australia. I concur also with the member�s comments about how Racing and Wagering Western Australia has 
been a shot in the arm for the Western Australian racing, pacing and chasing codes. But, nothing ever stops 
forever, and there is nothing that cannot ever be improved upon. I just hope that the other members of this 
committee�I am sure they will�go into this inquiry with an open mind so that we can improve this industry, if 
there is improvement to be made. I look forward to being involved with the member for South Perth and the 
member for Albany and the other members of the committee. 

MR J.E. McGRATH: I am honoured that the Minister for Racing and Gaming has asked me to be a part of this 
committee. I look forward to working with the member for Kalgoorlie and the member for Albany on this 
committee. In response to the comments of the member for Willagee, one thing I have learnt about this place is 
that we never stop learning. We all go through a wide range of experiences as members of Parliament. 
Sometimes the road is harder for some than for others, but we do learn by our experiences.  

With regard to my involvement in racing, I actually became involved in racing at a very young age when I 
married the daughter of a professional horse trainer, so I guess I was hooked fairly early in life. 

Mr M. McGowan: I thought you�d been a jockey! 
Mr B.J. Grylls: But not very successful!  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: That is about the only thing I have not done in racing! I do recall that when I was a 
journalist, I wrote a story about how jockeys were trying to get the minimum weight increased, because they 
were complaining about having to diet to ride. I said in my column that when jockeys went into this game, they 
knew that one of the difficulties of the game was that they had to watch their diets, and that if we kept lifting the 
minimum weight, we would have elephant riders. One of the members of the jockeys� fraternity wrote a letter to 
The West Australian saying that they did not take my criticism very well, considering that the column had been 
written by someone whose belly bulged over his belt!  

I have had involvement in the racing industry as a breeder, as an owner and as a hobby trainer, with varying 
success. As I said, my wife�s family is steeped in racing tradition. Racing is a great industry. I agree with the 
comments of the member for Rockingham and the member for Willagee about the formation of Racing and 
Wagering Western Australia. The industry realised that something had to be done. We had a racing industry that 
was controlled by people with vested interests. The West Australian Turf Club ran racing as the principal club, 
and it told country and provincial clubs around the state when they could race, and it set all the dates, and it ran 
the agenda. If people in the industry were suspended by the stewards who were employed by the West Australian 
Turf Club and they wanted to appeal the penalty, they had to sit before the committee of the West Australian 
Turf Club. That was not fair justice for the people in the industry. 

The member for Willagee should have no concerns about vested interests going to the committee and 
undermining the role of RWWA.  

Mr A.J. Carpenter: They will be trying. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: The racing industry has moved forward. It could never go back to the previous 
administrations. As the member for Willagee has said, other states have already followed our model, even 
though their models have not been as successful as the Western Australian model.  

The racing industry, which also takes in harness racing and greyhound racing, is a business that employs a lot of 
people. It creates a lot of revenue for the state. About $60 million a year from TAB betting alone goes into 
government coffers. That money is used to build schools and hospitals and to provide other services for the 
people of Western Australia.  

I think this will be a good inquiry. I expect it to be very far reaching, because racing people are very passionate. I 
am sure that all the stakeholders in the industry will want to make a contribution to this inquiry. I am very 
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pleased that six members of this Parliament�three from the Legislative Council and three from this chamber�
will be involved in this process. I look forward to it.  

MR P.B. WATSON: I would like to congratulate the other members of the house, and the Minister for Racing 
and Gaming, for agreeing to establish this inquiry. The racing and trotting industry in the great southern and in 
the south west is a huge industry. People may sometimes be a bit city-centric and forget about country people. I 
will be going into this inquiry with a very open mind. As the minister will know, there are a lot of people in my 
region who were a bit disappointed about the way in which country people are being treated by Racing and 
Wagering Western Australia.  

I am very disappointed by the comments of the member for Willagee about my two colleagues  

Mr A.J. Carpenter: That�s why I made them. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: It is easy to sit back and make comments. I thought they were two cheap shots about two 
people who are very respected members of this Parliament. I am very disappointed by those comments. I will be 
working very closely with these two guys, and I trust them. The fact is that all the member for Rockingham and 
the member for Willagee could talk about was looking after something that they had set up with RWWA. I will 
be looking after the interests of country people through RWWA. I will be listening to everything they have to 
say. I will be listening to everything the witnesses who appear before the committee have to say. I am sure we 
will get a good even decision for RWWA. I believe RWWA has been good for racing in Western Australia. It 
has brought the racing industry in Western Australia together over a period of time. However, there are some 
little kinks that need to be taken out, and hopefully this inquiry will bring all those things together.  

Question put and passed, and a message accordingly returned to the Council.  
 


